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FROM BALTIC 

to BALKANS 

The war on the Western Front 
and in Finland already casts a men* 
acing shadow upon the Balkans and 
the Wear East, Irresistibly, these 
sections are being i *-r~ ■ y • • 
whirlpool, ox' the ii oori .list -war ly 
forces beyond their control# 


LABOR FACES 

the Ft. E C TIONS 

>. 

The Keynote address of John L, 
Lewis at the golden jubilee conven¬ 
tion of the United Mine Workers at 
Coluiabus, Ohio, to the surprise of 
everyone, was a scathing indictment 
of President Roosevelt and the New 
Deal, 


Several days after the recent 
meeting of the Balkan Entente, com¬ 
posed of Turkey, Greece, Rumania 

and Yugoslavia - the attention of 

the world was suddenly focused on 
Turkey, On February 8, this count¬ 
ry committed the unprecedented sec¬ 
tion (for a ’’neutral” country), of 
expelling all its German • mi?, it ary, 
naval and technical specialists,and 
confiscating the shipyards of Krupp 
located on the Golden Horn—stra¬ 
tegic entrance into the Bosphorus, 
which opens on the Black Sea, Com¬ 
ing upon the heels of the Entente ! s 
conference, these actions revealed 
the extent to which that conference 
must have been dominated by the An¬ 
glo-French bloc# 


The 2400 delegates, represent¬ 
ing an alleged 600,000 miners, heard. 
Lewis point out that the Roosevelt 
Administration had failed to solve 
unemployment; to raise living stan¬ 
dards; to loner taxation and the 
national debt (which, on the con¬ 
trary, have risen tremendously), 

Lewis further charged that, in 
return for its wholehearted support 
of the New Deal, labor today was re¬ 
ceiving nothing but baleful glares 
from the Democrats,Should the Pres¬ 
ident run for a third term, Lewis 
warned, he and his party would meet 
with ’’ignominious defeat 11 , implying 
that withdrawal of CIO support would 
bring this about. 


Simultaneously, the commander 
of the French Near Eastern Army—— 


Despite considerable pro-Roose¬ 
velt sentiment, and some threats of 


General Maxime Weygand— — appea^ed! a political split if a third term 
in Egypt, officially to review Egy-jwas not endorsed, the convention 
ptian defences# In reality, he was} pave Lewis and the Executive Board 
there to attend an important staff)full power to formulate the Union's 
meeting of the Allied Near Eastern/1940 election policy ”as condition's 
Armies together with friendly pow~ may warrant”, 
ers stich as Turkey, Greece, Irar 

(Persia), Iraq (Mesopotamia), Egypt The UMWA Convention adopted a 

and Afghanistan# "Keep-America-Out-Of-Foreign— War” 

(Continued on Page' 2) (Continued on Page 5,) 








































WORKERS ANTI-WAR BULLETIN 


Page Two 


BALTI C TO B ALKANS' 

( Cont 1 d, from P,I) 

About this time, too, there 
came the first news of the arrival 
in.Egypt of 50,000 Australian and 
New Zealand troops, preceded by 
Dominions Secretary Anthony Eden* 
Turkey has just rexported completion 
of refortification of the Bosph¬ 
orus, partial mobilization of all 
hep armed forces, and has declared 
a state of emergency to exist* The 
incident concerning the Russian de¬ 
tachment which* entered Turkish terr¬ 
itory "unwittingly," and was 
promptly disarmed, has been settled 

—iptheoretic ally-but it serves 

to illustrate the extreme tension 
m that part of the world nowadays# 
By the time this appears, perhaps 
similar incidents will have occurr¬ 
ed, presaging early Russian-Turkish 
hostilities. Finally, Rumania has 
just delivered a severe blow at Ger¬ 
many "-for the Allies-by raising 

taxes steeply on exports to the 3rd 
Reich and threatening to cut oil 
sales, 

4 

These moves are only the lat¬ 
est to add weight to the probabil¬ 
ity that the spring will see war 
breaking out in the Balkans and 
the Near East# The Allies have 

been busily building up an Arm y- 

made up mainly of natives in Brit¬ 
ish and French colonies—-and gen¬ 
erally widening their military pow¬ 
er in the Near East, ever since 
Weygpnd arrived in Turkey shortly 
after September 3# Weygand is tho¬ 
roughly familiar with his work# He 
carried out a much similar assign¬ 
ment in I§22# Already, he has near¬ 
ly one million soldiers under arms* 
These^ are strategically placed in 
the oil district, facing both the 
southern borders of Russia and the 
back door to Germany through the 
Black Sea# 

What Do These Manoeuvers Mean? 

For one thing, they are obvi¬ 
ously calculated to divert some of 
the intense pressure Russia has boon 
putting on Finland, Secondly, they 
are a means of bolstering the mor-' 


ale of the Balkan peninsula,which 
nas,particularly since Germany*s 
trade relations with the rest of 
the world have been virtually cut 
by the Allies, has been under¬ 
going a steady pummeling at Ger- 
nany*s hands. Thirdly,the allies 
hope to overcome the initial ad¬ 
vantage gained by Germany in he^ 
pact with Russia# This allianci 
was to. have provided Germany with 
two things, 1# an economic hinter¬ 
land in Eastern Europe,and second* 
military protection of her eastern 
flank, with a view to confining’ 
the war to a single major front, 

In the last war the Allies used . 
Russia to split Germany*s forces 
between east and west# In this wif* 
they mean to use the Balkans, and 
especially Turkey, for the same ' 
purpose# p:'- 

A 

Finally, complete military-N 
domination ©f the Balkans and the 
Near East ig absolutely essential'' 
both for success in the war and for 
continuation of hegemony after it ! i 
for.they are the gateways to the 
Allied empires in the Near and.Far 
East# 

GERMANY AND RUSSIA READY FOR 
NEW FROM? 


Meanwhile, Russia and Germany 
have been feverishly attempting -to ; 
strengthen their positions in the 
same regions. Russia has been’ with¬ 
drawing many of her Siberian div¬ 
isions for action in Finland, She 
has maintained her forces in ' the 
Ukraine intact,however, and has add- 
„ed three divisions *in the Cau¬ 
casian Army on the borders of Turk¬ 
ey and AfghanistanThis armv now 
numbers about 250,000, German eng¬ 
ineers have been supervising fort¬ 
ifications for the Russian rail¬ 
ways in the Ukraine and Caucasus,: 
These defences are very essential 
for the protection of the Eaku-EIev 
line,; which at present groans un¬ 
der the v’eight of materials des¬ 
tined for the Finnish fro.no, plus 
shipments of oi a, 1 ricvnannose, copper 
and wheat for the Reich*' 

(cont, on page? 
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LABOR FACE S 1940 
TCont'd. "from P« 1 ) 

resolution and*Lewis followed it up 
with: 11 Labor in the United States 

wants no war or part of war* 
and under no circumstances will la¬ 
bor support the policy of any states¬ 
man that will lead to war 11 * 

Russia was condemned for invade* 
ing Finland, and the Convention op¬ 
posed loans to Finland .as dangerous 
to neutrality. 

Aims of Le wis &_ Co mpany 

I. Mr. Lewis and his henchmen 
know very well that the U.S. capit¬ 
alist classythrough its state app¬ 
aratus, is preparing for imp ©Enlist 
v/ar. 

Vifhen Roosevelt pulled the bon- 
ep of including in his future war 

economic dictatorship set-up-the 

W|.r Resources Board—only capital¬ 
ists like Stettinius of U S Steel 
and big capitalist toraintrusters, 
like Compton of Massachusetts In¬ 
stitute of Technology, General HUrh 
Johnson led in attacking him for 
forgetting the labor leaders. And 
General Johnson- - -was it by acci¬ 
dent?- - -was pictured in very in¬ 
timate poses with L^wis at the min¬ 
ers conventxon.lt is an open secret; 
that his opinions are highly valued 
by Roosevelt, In the last war John¬ 
son was a chief figure on the War 
Resources Board. More recently, 
AFL Vice President, Matthew Wol 1 
wrote a series of articles complain¬ 
ing of the same thing. 

In other words, one thing CIO 
and AE*L leaders do seem to be united 
qn is this; JOBS FOR THEMSLEVES IN 
IKE WAR APPARATUS.Roosevelt 5 s fail¬ 
ure-—thus far—to guarantee these 
jobs explains a good deal of Lewis’ 
surprise attack on him at Columbus. 

Lewis* declamation against war 
need not be taken at all seriou sly. 
Only a few months ago,when he and 
Roosevelt were buddies,'Lewis’' shout¬ 
ed: ”lf this country goes to war, 

who will make the sacrif ices?Laboii 
Who will be the first in the war 


endeavor? LaborJ ’Who will see the 
country through to Vietory?LaboRt” 

2. As much a part of its war 
preparations as huge arms outlays 
is the need of the capitalist class 
for ’’national unity” 3 that is,unan¬ 
imous support of its war plans by 
the <m tir 6 p opul at ion» <? ar t i cul ar X 

ly dangerous for these plans would 
be any sort of opposition by the 
working class, especially the organ¬ 
ized workers* Hence, the capital.*'-; 
1st government (of Roosevelt or who¬ 
ever may succeed him) must exercise 
the very strictest control over the 
unions* Short of fascism, war reg¬ 
imentation of labor can. only come 
about through the direct connivance 
of tho so-called labor leaders. As 
a first step to this, Roosevelt 
desires ”a united labor movement”. 

But. on this question, as • wit-h- 
the War Resources Board,FDR has re¬ 
fused to say whether he favors Lew¬ 
is or Green as the czar of the 
”unit ed" la bor movcment-a posi¬ 

tion which may eventually boil down 
to who is going to bo war Secretary 
of Labor or something like that. 

Now ‘Lewis has no intention of serv¬ 
ing under Green in such a movement* 
Not for nothing did he discard ppe* 
cisely that role in 1935 to organ¬ 
ise the CIOl His blast against 
Roosevelt at Columbus was therefore 
at one and the same time an ex¬ 
pression of anger at the later’s 
silence on this matter, .and a de¬ 
mand that it be instantly termin¬ 
ated in his favor.or else. 

Roosevelt’s “silences” are 
usually canny, however* Often thy 
serve to unde inline no-so-reticent 
actions. For example, it is well- 
known that of late he and Green 
have been having more private diaLs 
than is normal. Again, the NLRB 
has carefully boon transformed 
from a pro-CIO instrument into one 

which is-to quote some miners 

” 3 © Emitting craft unions to raid 
industrial unions and to carve out 
craft groups indiscriminately.” . 
Lewis is sore about this too. 

3. Lewis & Co. knew long ago 
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that the New Deal was notsolving 
a single important social problem. 
Nevertheless, right up to the CIO 
Convention in Frisco last Fall , 
they did everything to herd the 
workers into Roosevelt’s camp. But 
now, apparently, they can no long¬ 
er hold in check hy the SAME means 
the rising tide of discontent with 
the„New Deal in the CIO. 


-Page Four 


. • The CIO is made up mainly of 
unskilled and semi- skilled elem¬ 
ents. These are usually the worst 
paid and roost exploited. And these^ 
are the workers who conducted the" 
great sitdowns in aut®, steel and 
rubber. Lewis never exactly loved 
the sitdown tacticj Roosevelt still 
less* both have none too pleasant 
memories of its effects. 

On the one hand, as a labor 
leader with a sharp ear to the 
ground, Lewis* anti —NSW Doal lan—- 
guage reflects to some extent the 
rumblings he hears there. On the 
other hand, as the capitalist pol¬ 
itician he is essentially, Lewis 
endeavored to give this disaffect¬ 
ion "revolutionary” expression -to 
prevent it from exploding violently 
against CAPITALISM. Sometimes the 
capitalist class finds it necessary 
• to divert opposition TO THE SYSTEM 
into temporary opposition against 
a SINGLE POLITICAL LEADER or a 

SINGLE PARTY....“Labor" leaders 

like Lewis have always performed 
this function for capitalism..... 
especially in critical momentsi 

Lewis’ condemnation of the 
"terrible, extensive unemployment 
in the country is also a bid for 
the political support of the -unem¬ 
ployed. BUT LEWIS’ TALK CONTRASTS • 
SHARPLY WITH THE ABSOLUTE FAILURE 
OF THE CIO TO ORGANIZE THE UNEM¬ 
PLOYED ON WPA OR HOME RELIEF...... 

let alone the failure of the CIO to* 
propse a PERMANENT solution to the 
problem of unemploymentJ 


4. Finally, Lewis’ attack on 
the New Deal placed him in an ex- 
ellent position to play off &g- 
ainst one another the Republican 
Party, the sDfSti - Roosevelt Dem¬ 
ocrats, and the New D^ilcrs. Had 
Lewis remained a 100 % Roosevelt, 
nan, on outright anti - CIO swing 
from Roosevelt, or an outright an¬ 
ti - Roosevelt swing from the raik 
and file CIO, would have left him 
stranded high- and dry. As it is 
he has wriggled into a position 
where he can sell the votes of 
those who follow him to the high— 
“cat bidder. Such is "labor state* 
manship"l 


What confirms this estimate 
of Lewis’ role is tho fact that-he 
did hot even threaten a Labor Par¬ 
ty* A Labor Party, in tho last at* 
alysis,of course, would roally.be 
a capitalist party in disguise. 
But it speaks volumes for the de¬ 
generate character of American 
labor"leadership" ...that it dare 
-not oven make this pretense,that 
it is so timid and narrow as to 
confine itself solely to jockeying 
for position within the existing 
capitalist parties; 

THE CIO PRO-ROOSEVELT BLO C ._ 

But all this*is far from gr.av 
for Lewis. If he monkeys about to> 
long, the capitalist politicians 
nay nanoeuver him out of existence 
"from below". Sidney Hillman, Am¬ 
algamated Clothing Workers bureau¬ 
crat and second in command to Lew^ 
is, lost no time in issuing a state 
rnent at the Minors’ Convention, ,d:U 
agreeing with Lewis and endorsing 
a third term for FDR. A number^ 
other CIO unions criticized newi- 
now turn. David Dubinsky, niter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers 
boss,attacked Lewis as an ingxv/Co, 
and followed Hillman’s cndoT6ev.cn, 
of a third term. 

The Maritime Workers adopted 
a pro e- Roosevelt stand at their ^ 
{ cont’d. on page/5 
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ENGLAND FIGHTS FOR 11 DEMOO RACY” 

* 

Britain is the wealthiest of 
the belligerent fibunt-ries. Shfe is 
spending 4 28,500,000 ban the war 
EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK* .^28,000,000 
In this country she has about fcwO 
billions in gold and securities*., 
■ In investments elsewhere; sho has 
another thirteen billions. And.a 
fow billions chicken feed.lie in 
the E&hk of England.', 

Now Britain has bben: ab mm 
only .four months. But look how the 
masses are faring already? 

Two thirds of the people arc 
now earning less than $25 a week* 
Taxes on. wages and small proprie¬ 
tors have increased to almost q, 
quarter of a worker’s or small 
store-keeper's income. 

Bacon,butter,coffee . and other 
staples have boon rationed..to Ar* 
'crioan .relief levels* Commodity 
prices have gone up 23*2$ since 
February^ 1939*.Qcroals'and meats 
’ have risen-24*8$, textile woar 2 4> 
and so on, 

i*' * 

Moreover, for these joys t* 10 • 
people must slave twice as long es 
in peacetime,,,sixty and seventy 
hours a week as against thirty aid 
fortyi 

In short,the overwhelming 
mass of Britons is alrcady,bbfdriL 
war has properly begun..living on 
the same abysmally low standards 
as the workers of the fascist 
countries1..•*.What will be thoir 
living conditions after twelve 
months, eighteen months, of war? 

" Dcr.io c racy " will have produced pre¬ 
cisely the Fascist standard of 14/ 
ing the workers thought they woull 
pbb^bfit' by- fighting Hi-tlcr, Let \b 
hope that by that time they wake 
up to put an end to such"Democra¬ 
cy 0 and roplace it with a WORKERS 
SOCIETY i 


FRANCE FIGHTS F0R"1>EM0CRACYY" 


'‘According to the now laws^ 
workers in the war industries arc 
no longer permitted to lcavo or 
change tbfrir p.ld.ee of‘work’at" risk 
of severe punishment,.Two 
workers who failed to appear on 
Sunday in their shop ( Sunday is a 
work day, too ) wore sentenced' to 
six months imprisonment and fined 
5,000 francs, " 

l, Tho workers arc bcingj ex¬ 
ploited more and more. At a Press 
conference," the Minister of War 
Industry made the following state¬ 
ments "We recently fixed working 
hours in industry by government ' 
decree, but if necessary, wo shall 
double thorn l There arc still many 
possibilities _for increasing pro¬ 
duction considerably, Ytfhcn one cl 
the newspaper men asked the Min¬ 
ister whether the workers would 
not bo worn out by such measures, 
he replied, 'No sir, you may' be 
sure that wo won't demand too much 
of any person. Real work never fat¬ 
igues anyone 1 l n 

"Workers ' wages arc subject 
to increased taxation. Workers of 
military age (from twenty to forty 
nine) must pay 15 $ of their gross 
wages to the government;workers vie 
do not have to perform any militnr 
duty- 5$. Apart from this 'prose;, 
for the fatherland', they alsopny 
40$ of what they earn for overtime 
work*,,,The government oppptt to 
receive an, income of S iyla d/Sjf mj\> 
liards o.f francs from these do due 
ions. To these extra contribute lory 
we must add the amount gained from, 
ordinary taxation ( wages and in-> 
come taxes ). Although living ex¬ 
penses getting higher, a gov¬ 
ernment decree forbids any in¬ 
crease in wages,... The government 
has also usurpbd the right to fix 
wages for all trades* Collectives- 
bargaining has virtually ccased£ :,r " 

( Reprintod from the Official 
Bulletin Of the International 
Workers Front against War ) 
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... RUSSO-Finn PEACE 

THE FINNISH*. RUSSIAN. ”PExCE" .is the first instance in modern timeq 
of a settlement talcing place during a major war,while that war hasit- 

self "barely gotten underway. Why should this have happened?.. 

The Allied strategy in this war has been to consolidate its military, 


economic and diplomatic positions " 
after the war was already started. 
As we.pointed out in our December 
Bulletin,the Allies were caught 
short because they had banked on 
Germany* s.joining them in a 4-pow¬ 
er.-bloc against Russia. This fail^. 
ed. because England, as usual,demand¬ 
ed the lion's share of the booty* 
and furthermore rejected Gernany*‘S 
demands for the return of her col¬ 
onies, The irreconcilable antago¬ 
nism between English and German 
imperialism,at the bottom of which 
is the necessity for Germany^s cap¬ 
italism to expand at the expense 
of Britain's empire, could limb .bb 
overcome by diplomacy. Consequent¬ 
ly, it was’ not possible for the 
Allies to line up solidly all 
the ^smaller nations that they need¬ 
ed as friends,before the war, Fin¬ 
land was one of these small nations 
She had the choice of being domin¬ 
ated by Russia or utilized by Eng¬ 
land without regard for the inter¬ 
ests of the Finnish -bourgeiosie,.,, 
Finland chose a robber peace with 
Russia,rather than increased f! All¬ 
ied- aid”,which would have meant 
complete defeat in the long run 3 *. 

A long drawn-out war would have 
pleased England because it would 
have meant weakening Russia ( and 
consequently,Germany) and would 
have kept her major enemies away 
from Britain's life-lines of Emp-f 
ire in the near and* far east... To 
Finland,however, this would have* 
meant complete destruction,whereas 
at present, Finnish capitalism is 
still able- to maintain its exist¬ 
ence, albeit within the Russo-Gernaa 
orbit.......This is a victory for 

Germany and Russia,not so much be¬ 
cause of the territory siezed, but 


rather because it allows them to 

direct all their strength upon the 
main objectives—-theBalkan route 
to the British and French empire^. 
(See article* “Baltic to Balkans”, 

’ page 1,this,issue. ) 

BATTLE-LINES SHIFT TO BALKANS. 

For there is no doubt that the 
battle-lines, now that Scandinav-r 
ia is .sewed up for the Russo-Ger¬ 
man alliance,will shift to the 
next doubtful area,the Balkan 
States,where the influence of the 
Allies.has been considerably weak¬ 
ened by the Russian victory in the 
North. Here we can expect an int- 
ensif iedstru'ggle on the part of 
the major ‘imperialist alliances 
for the domination of these states 
Here too,the Allied blockade will 
either be strengthened or complete¬ 
ly smashed,••••«•• 

* i 

RUSSIAN VICTORY STRENGTHENS 
STALIN-HITLER BONDj i 

There is no doubt also that this 
victory tightens the bond between 
the Nazis and the Stalinists,.TRe 
termination of the Finnish war f 
makes it possible ’for Russia to 
collaborate•mere closely with Ger¬ 
many, both economically and milit¬ 
arily, through mutual support arid 
more immediately,through joint ex¬ 
ploitation of the Scandinavian f 
peninsula, 01 Furthermore, Russia's 
victory will enhance the Russo- 
Nazi bloc in the eyes of Japanese 
and Italian capitalism. The lat¬ 
ter, as a result of the Anglo- 
French setback,-is now In a strong 
position to. insist on its demands 
in the - Mediterranean and in Afri¬ 
ca. ............(cont, p.12) 
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BALTIC TO BALKANS 

(cont*d. from p.2) 

Germany has gone far in con¬ 
solidating her neYi r possessions , 
Czechoslovakia and Poland- Thous¬ 
ands of Poles have been conscripts 
ed for agricultural labor, and 
Polish zinc mines are operating 
again, A railway across Poland 
from Russia is in construction,.,, 
targe numbers of German troops 
have been moving eastward from Bo¬ 
hemia -Moravia to the Ukraine,, 
German technicians are being ' ex¬ 
erted to Stalin land in droves to 
reorganize transportation,arms pro¬ 
duction and so forth. Ostensibly 
designed to keep Hitler at arms 
length, the original Nazi-Soviet 
alliance has in reality paved the 
way to economic agreement,which is 
accomplishing in a ’’peaceful" way 
what Hitler once thought would nec¬ 
essitate force,..namely,the drive 
to the Ukraine1. 

Abetted by Russia, Germany hopes 
to conquer the Balkans in order to 
use it as a "highway" to Lebensraui 
i.e, to get markets and sources of 
raw materials in the Near East aid 
Far East now in the hands of Brit¬ 
ish and French imperialism.,., 

BALKAN TUG O’ WAR 

Before .theatre seuB: wate it ap ¬ 
peared as if Germany was to be vic¬ 
tor in the undercover game in the 
Balkans, Turkey had obtained from 
her a special credit ofl50,000,000 
marks "(about ^60.000*000; the mark 
is worth about 40$) for refortifi¬ 
cation of the Dardenelles.This was 
spent with Krupp on contracts for 
the construction of barracks,ship- 
yards and submarines••*••• 

The British and French were not 
slow to react to German ascendency 
in Turkey, Despite the fact that 
Germany was Turkey's best customer 
-accounting for 60$ of her export$ 
British credits were quickly arr¬ 
anged. British shipyards were giv 
en contracts for a dozen vessels,. 


Contracts with Krupp v/ere cancel- 
led*and given to England's Vickera 
A far-reaching trade treaty was 
signed,.,• 

Last summer France removed one 
of her major sources of friction 
with Turkey by ceding to her the 
Sanjak of Alexandretta, or Hatay- 
Republie,till then a part of Frenda 
Syria, France also signed an econ r 
omic agreement. 

Perhaps the biggest obstacle of 
all next to Germany herself,Russia^ 
was carefully disposed of*..during 
the very moment Stalin was plead - 
ing with -Turkish foreign Minister'’ 
Saracoglu for an alliance; Turkey, 
gave Stalin a dose of his own med-r 
icine. In the very act of negotirr 
at ing with him in Moscow—in the 
open--they were concluding a real 

and decisive treaty in London- 

fn secret-—, With the consumna - 
tion of this alliance,both Russia 
and Germany found themselves conf® 
ronted with their first major dip¬ 
lomatic defeat of the war. The All¬ 
ies have since followed up with a 
huge $200,000*000 credit for Turk¬ 
ey,-$125,000,000 -of it to be spent 

specificallu on war materials- j 

of British and French make,you may 
be surel More significant, the 
alliance with Turkey meant consol¬ 
idation of their control over the 
whole Balkan peninsula, as well as 
the Suez,India,the Near EAst,etc.. 
Saracoglu, now acting as liaisson 
agent for the Allies, successfully 
sewed up the Balkan Entente conier- 
ence for them. Not the least of 
the conference's decisions was the 
one to organize the Balkans as a 
single economic unit for allied ex¬ 
ploitation, Joint marketing boards 
for the distribution of war mater¬ 
ials like Rumanian oil,Jugoslavian 
copper and Turkish chromium, were- 
scheduled to be set up. How^these 
will operate is already indicated 
by the adamant refusals Rumania^ha, 
given to German demanus that Ox.-, 
exports to her be increased, and^.b v 
her clamping down of prohibitive 
taxes on other exports*,,cont,p,8 
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BALT IC TO 1ALKANS; . 

(cont'a, from p.7) * 

of which Germany is in dire need* 
Th other words,the blockade is be¬ 
ing extended to include Germany’s 
most urgent war needs. With the. 
Balkans in the bag, another menace 
could be combatted -Italy,.,., 

ITALY MANCENTERS FOR AFRICA 


Before the Entente meeting Italy 
had been working feverishly to set 
up*a bloc of her own with Jugoslav¬ 
ia and Hungary, against both the 
Russo-German and Anglo-French all¬ 
iances. ... .With this she hoped to 
force the latter to accede to her 
demands in North Africa and prom¬ 
ise her additional booty after the 
War, But Italy failed to f*rm her 
bloc for two reasons. First, she 
Was in no position to buy her way 
with credits,,..Second, she helped 
unite the Entente for the Allies., 
instead of dividing it, by promis¬ 
ing Transylvania to Hungary, and 
Bobruja to Bulgaria, at Rumania’s 
expense. 


Transylvania, which Rumania won 
from Hungary after the last war, 
the allies joined Rumania in refus¬ 
ing to return to Hungary,thus giv¬ 
ing Mussolini his first kick in tbs 
pants.,..,It appears that Bulgaria 
has all but agreed to bury her 
claim till the war is over, and go 
along with the Entente Powers,.... 
(meaning the Allies)...Naturally - 
for a price,since she will not giv 
up her basti customer, r Germany, out 
of the simple goodness of her heait 
As with all capitalist treaties, - 
somewhere in the agreement with But 
garia are probably secret promises 
large enough to stuff Bulgaria's 
.maw. Thus number two kick in Muss¬ 
olini's pants..... 

ITALY’S BARGAINING POWER WEAK 

■ At every turn, Italian capital¬ 
ism has attempted to play an inde¬ 
pendent role; and at every turn it 
has been frustrated, while making 
tiny gains more full of ballyhoo 
than real importance.... In reality 


Cont'd. from dol.l, 


a second rate power, < Italy could 
not bargain effectively with Ger¬ 
many or the Anglo-French without 
satellites to bolster her.Now that 
these satellites have disappeared, 
Mussolini is at the mercy of the 
two major constellations. That. ' is 
why since the war Italian policy 

seemed to be frifting- drifting 

toward the Allies. Though Italia 
capitalism was gypped by England 
and France in 1918, it appeared 
that she would not "line . up with 
Germany except as a last resort... 
The visit of Sumner Welles and the 
Russlan-Finnish ’’peace” has given 
Italy an opportunuty to bolster up 
her weakened Balkan position,..The 
Balkans have been thrown into ter¬ 
ror by the sellout of Finland..... 
They are as warmly disposed tow¬ 
ards the Allies as they were a mon¬ 
th ago. Hitler is willing to have 
Italy'join with Stalin and himself 
in ’’encircling” the Balkans. Muss¬ 
olini is not averse to accepting 
this offer because it makes thetwo 
warring blocs more dependent upon 
him than previously....Where Italy 
will eventually end up is a query 
Mussolini himself probably cannot 
answer with certainty. All that is 
certain is that Italian capitalism 
will accept the role which will 
be moat to its profit,... 

ORIGINS OF PRESENT BALKAN STRUGGLE 

The outcome of the first imperi¬ 
alist World War saw Anglo -- French 
imperialism in complete control /-of 
the Balkans and'the Near East,Ger¬ 
many reduced to impotence.But with 
the advent of Hitler,Germany grad¬ 
ually gained considerable influence 
in these areas again at the expend, 
of England and France. The Ver¬ 
sailles system,by means of which 
the latter had dominated the Balk¬ 
an region,was utterly smashed^ _Try 
Hitler's powerful political-milit¬ 
ary drive through Austria and 
Czechoslovakia. This was ..accompan¬ 
ied.- by economic inroads into Bulg* 
aria,Hungary,Turkey and Rumania*, 
Tho high point of German, .cont.p.tB 
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THE PRESENT SESSION OF CONGRE SS 

The third session of the 76th„ 
Congress opened on January 3, with 
the riaih business before it that 
of translating into action the new 
slogans of the administration —— 
"economy”,(read cutting of relief, 
WPA,farm relief, etc,),.*<.and "the 
safeguarding od Peace",,,„,(through 
the greatest army and navy expans¬ 
ion programs ever unde r t aken. * in the 
history of the tT 0 S, 


(continued from Co 1,1). 

major part of their income must be 
spent on the bare necessities of 
life, forcing their standards of 
living ever lower. So, which ever 
way it is sliced,'the working and 
lower middle classes will pay..,,, 
both for "economy" and for the big¬ 
gest army and navy in the history" 
of the U.S. 

DEBATE IN CONGRESS A FAKE 


In the President’s message on 
January 3,' he outlined these, tasks 
with his usual rhetorical vigor, 
and in his Budget message on Jan,4 
he took up the more practical as¬ 
pects of the problem. The follow¬ 
ing table will show briefly the 
highlights of the President’s bud¬ 
get and how it is designed to acc¬ 
omplish its objectives,,,., 

AMOUNTS IN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 

Total Expenditures -8,424..ECONOMY 
(decreased by] 675 

National Defense -1,800,."PEACE" 
(increased by) . 300 

Work Relief -1.500,. ECONOMY 

(decreased by) 500 

Public Works -1,100,.ECONOMY 

(decreased by) 300 

BURDEN BORN BY WORKERS l 


It is true that much of the 
debate in Congress,from its open¬ 
ing to the present has centered ar*= 
ound opposition to the proposed . 
taxes,There has also been a little 
feeble opposition to the proposed 
Army and Navy expansion.....But on 
the whole this is not to be taken 
seriously,...... As far as new tax¬ 
es are concerhed,the Republicans 
and the anti-Adninistration Demo - 
crats are in a hole, because un¬ 
popular and dangeroud as increased 
taxation must appear in a presid¬ 
ential election year, they cannot 
produce any other "solution". The 
money to finance the program of 
"national defense" ,which both 
par.tie a'undoubtedly stand for,must 
come from somewhere,and even if re¬ 
lief budgets were to be cut more 
drastically than proposed,increas¬ 
ed taxation,bringing with it an in¬ 
evitable rise in the cost of liv¬ 
ing, is necessary to finance Aiaerib- 
an imperialist plans,.*..... 


The president’s budget would 
bring the total debt up to f>l Bil¬ 
lion 100 Million, an increase of 
$100 Million. A glance at tne ab¬ 
ove table will readily show us at 
whose expense this "economy" will 
be achieved,.Furthermore/the Pres¬ 
ident porposed that the program be 
financed through new taxes..-o«, .Now 
an elementary study of taxation 
under capitalism will show that tte 
burden is always shifted to the 
working and lower middle classes*» 
mainly in the form of higher prices 
Furthermore,the workers feel this 
shift doubly, since not only does 
the cost of living rise, but the 


CONGRESS AND LABOR 

I 

The present Congress is faced 
with certain other problems which 
must be directly connected with 
the broad problem of "national de¬ 
fense" or more accurately,prepara¬ 
tion for war. First and most imp¬ 
ortant of these is Labor,,,, 

THE NLRB INVESTIGATION 

On Aug,5 of 3,ast year,Speaker 
Bankhead, acting under a Congress¬ 
ional Resolution,named a committee 
to investigate the functioning of 
(cont’d, onlP,10) rd 
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THE PRESENT SESSION OP CONGRESS 

(cont 1 d» fro m P.9), - 

"the National Labor Relations Board 

under the Wagner Act# 

The hearings of this committee 
opened Dec*11, and are expected to 
result in the amendment of the Wag¬ 
ner act. Among the most important 
charges made against the Board 
were the following: (1) That the 
Board had discriminated against 
the Bosses in favor of the workers 
(2) That it was responsible for an 
increase in strikes $ and (3) That 
its decisions favored the CIO over 
the AFL in a majority of instances 
Members of the Board cited the fol¬ 
lowing figures to disprove these 

charges: _ . 

1. Out 'of about 13,000 cases, only 
667 were decided in favor of the 

workers. . 

2. The number of wopkmg~days lost 
through strikes in 1937 -1938 were 
1/3 less than in 1935-1936. 

3. Out of 96 decisions, 51 wore m 
favor of the AFL, 45 were in favor 
of the CIO. 

HT.RR HAMSTRINGS W0RKERS1 


What conclusions must the 
thinking worker who reads these 
figures come to? That the NLRB or 
the Wagner Act .which -erfeafied it 
are protecting his interests?. How? 
By decreasing the number of days 
lost in strikes? But has this less 
intoruppted employment increades 

wages?.The NLRB does not supply 

us with these figures. But how 
many workers who are still lucicy 
enough .to be getting wages can 
truthfully say that their wages 
are higher now or that they can 
buy more with them than they could 

in 1935-36?.The conclusions > we 

are forced to come to in examining 
toe figures are that toe H1KB has 
substituted for the direct action 
of the working class,., that is 
st rikes for higher wages andbet- 
ter working conditions,round tabl 
discussions between the bosses^and. 
the so-called “representatives of 

Labor##i»-..The result is that Labor 


__Page 

( o.n nt * d. from Cpl. lL- 

loses the strongestweapon whim 
it possesses —the strike-and the 
bosses succeed i&nkeeping—^their 
factories working not only more 
days per year,but through the veiy 
period when the workers are making 
now demands. Obviously, the on y 
ones to gain from this policy are 
the bossesl 

pbopoh ED'AMENDME NTS WILL 
eNsLavt! THE WORKERS EVEN MOREJ, 

Some workers will find it hard 
to understand why certain sections 
of toe capitalist class protest so 

violiKhlr. against an HLKB which 
benefits them and helps keep the 
workers in line. The reasons ar^ 
not h ard to understand. Tho^roact- 
ionary n sections of the capital¬ 
ist class believe in the old meth¬ 
ods of lockout,black-balling,in - 

timidation,etc. to break the back 
Labor more effectively...The pro x 
sressive^section of capitalists, 

ofthe other hand realise the va^-. 
ue of fooling the working class in- 
to thinking Vat it really has^a 
voive in deciding the policies 
of both industry and toe govern « - 
nent. Thus, therrcal function of 
toe Wagner Act is to create in the 
NIBB an institution which will 
bring the working class conple^g 

the control of the_goveri> : 

Sfnt.Serious, thinking workers 

ifsTrcalize that whether they are 
beaten°by finks and company dicks 
or given seats on arbitration 
boards, the results as far as the 
conditions of the irking class as 
a whole are concerned, are stil-^ 
sell-outs, misery and greater apu 
greater enslavement-, 


V# • * ♦ ♦ 


p T t.T.R PASSED SO FAR 
First Action Hits Aliens 

Although Congress is having a 

bit of difficulty m deciding - 
just exactly the amount of arma¬ 
ments necessary to keep this court 
try out of the war,their are cert¬ 
ain protective * easur °s ^ 

it sees eye to eye. The 
tion which it took,.... (cont. p e -«.- 
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ON GUARD l 


Arnold Decisions Threaten Labort 

Evidence piles up daily that 

America’s rulers arc getting ready 
txmdcstroy the labor movonent. In 
the past year two dangerous court 
actions against thb Apex Hosiery 
workers and the Republic* Steel 
workers threatened to strip thcnCf 
their rights as organized workers, 
fining then millions of dollars 
for damages sustained by their em¬ 
ployers in strikes. Recently the 
Anti-Union Division of the Admin - 
istration,under Thurman Arnold,in¬ 
dicted Joseph Ryan, president, and 
other leaders and locals of tho 
New York ’Building Trades Council 
for "conspiracy”. Twisting tho 
terms"trust" and "monopoly" to in¬ 
clude unions, Arnold’s so -called 
anti - trust department is getting 
ready a whole string of indict¬ 
ments against other -unions as 
"trusts" engaging in "monopoly prac¬ 
tices J 

Minneapolis Workers Convicted 

For Fighting W2 Cutsf 

Thirty Ihrcc iiiftncapolis work¬ 
ers have been convicted of the 
"crime"of participating in tho ViflPA 
strikes last summer, and have been 
sentenced to from three to eight 
months each* IJarl Browder,Stalin¬ 
ist loader, has been”sentenced'to 
four years on flimsy passport 
charges. Four or five other Stal¬ 
inist leaders are up on trial or 
have already been convicted on sim¬ 
ilar counts,,,,Eleven Stalinists , 
or fellow-travelers were arrested 
in Detroit by FBI agents for rec¬ 
ruiting soldiers for the Spanish 
loyalists. This at tho very tine 
Roosevelt himself is practically 
recruiting for Finlandl..Those ar¬ 
rested wore later released,but the 
Federal agents’ action in holding 
them and subjecting them to the 
"gentle" treatment for which they 
arc famous,wore condoned by FBI 
chief,Edgar Hoover*, 


(cont’d.) 

Roosevelt’s Gcstap6l 

-tho FBI- with tho 

bosses’ assistance,has been 
snooping into the activities of 
countless other labor organiza- 
tions --notably in Clevclandand 
Minneapolis —in preparation for 
further arrests. The Dies com - 
mittoo is preparing a lengthy 
list of people in every state ydr 
at ono time or another partici - 
pated in the labor movement with 
a view to clamping down on them 
when " Dcr Tag "cones,,, 
Legislation has been passed in:j 
New York State and further leg* 
islation. awaits passage in Con¬ 
gress which would bar radicals 
from holding public office and 
threaten aliens who engage-, in 
any labor activities with de¬ 
portation,would make it a crime 
to advocate tho ovcrthrowal of 
the government,. 'and--wouldgsup¬ 
press labor’s right to form un¬ 
ions and bargain, collectively^,. 

Considered with other rcq.pt 
ionary moves, such as the vicipfis 
slashes in relief and WPA,••«the 
tremendous increases in war ap_ * 
propriations,the hysterical cam¬ 
paign for Finland,tho brazen 4s r 
sistancc of tho Allies, the ppr: 
pointment of millionaire capit¬ 
alists to strategic government. • 
posts,,can those acts of. 
persecution mean anything but a,g 
frontal attack on labor?.Can' 
these attacks imply anything el¬ 
se but that those who rule Amer¬ 
ica want to gag labor because it 
may seriously retard or damage 
their bloody war plans? 

Our genuine sympathies lie 
only with the rank-and filers , 
such as, the Minneapolis 

strikers who arc being pcrsocuf#'. 
od 0 We have no sympathy at alp 
for men like Browder. They arc 
labor fakers,finks.. That goes 
for so-ca.licd "trade union lead- 

(cont’d, on p.* 12) 
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fcrs like Joe Ryan,too. But Brow¬ 
der, particularly, has "been instru¬ 
mental, as a supporter of Stalin- 
Hitler,in exterminating working 
class fighters in practically ev¬ 
ery country. If he had the power 
he wouldn’t t&ink twice before 
purgingdeveryone who disagrees 
with his party line and is an ac¬ 
tive fighteraagainst the sell-out 
policy of the Stalinists in the 
trade unions*..,.Purthernoro,Brow¬ 
der and his henchmen have been con 
victed,not as revolutionaries-—- 
and don’t think Roosevelt does’nt 

know it -but as agents of Stal - 

inist Russia,,.which is just, whet 

they arcl .. . Nevertheless ,., 

—THE PROSECUTION OF ALL THESE" 
PEOPLE BY R00SEVELT AND HIS GESTA¬ 
PO IS THE BEGINNING OF A CAMPAIGN 
TO PUT IN A STRAIT JACKET THE EN¬ 
TIRE LABOR MOVEMENT.,. .AND FOR 

THIS REASON WE CONDEMN IT UTTERLYl 

What Must We Do? 

1, We nust hold protest nest¬ 
ings and(wherever' possible)protest 
strikes AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AT¬ 
TACKS ON THE WORKING CLASS AND ITS 
ORGANIZATIONSl 

2, We nust carry on a fight 
in our unions against the fake 
leaders,- racketeers and careerists 
who use the unions for their own 
self-interest, Vi/e nust attempt to 
turn our unions into democratical¬ 
ly controlled fighting, organiza¬ 
tions,not government controlled a* 1 - 
bitration boards, which'serve only 
to hamstring tho workers and tie 
then to the capitalist government 
machine# 

3* We nust understand clearly 
why these persecutions aretaking 
place now —BECAUSE THEY ARE PART 
OF THE PLANS OF THE AMERICAN CAP¬ 
ITALIST CLASS TO GET LABOR READY 
TO FIGHT ITS NEXT BLOODY WAR FOR 
PROFIT AND IMPERIALIST EXPLOITA - 
TIONl 

Wc must therefore fight with 
all our strength against the gov¬ 
ernment ’ sENT IRE war program, of 
which the-se persecutions are just 
a small part • 


PROTEST THE PERSECUTIONS OF . 
LABORl 

l. ■ 

PURGE THE LABOR MOVEMENT OF 
FAKERSt 

FIGHT THE GOVERNMENTS WAR PLANS’, 

DESTROY THE SYSTEM WHICH BREEDS 
WAR! . CAPITAL ISM l 


RUSSO-FINN PEACE 

(cont’d» fron p *6) 


The workers should not be fooled 
cither by this ’’peace" or by the 
"peace offensives" that nay grow 
out of it*♦,The Finnish peace show 
up 1,Russia’s pretense about the 
immanence of a Finnish invasion*** 

•,,2.Her hypocritical statements 
about the liberation of the Finn¬ 
ish workers fron their e*g£lo iterS* 
whom she now recognizes as their 
legititoafce rulers,,.,Similarly!any 
peace in the future,whether ofxer- 
.e.d, by Gormany-Russia or by the AlE 
ie££regardless of their "noble’ 1 
promises, will involve the same., 
sort of dismemberment and robbery 
elsewhere. No "peace" will spare 
small nations,.nor will it lessen 
the exploitation of the working- 
class in the factories or on the 
battlefield,.This "peace" demon¬ 
strates with shocking clearness, 
tho determination of the ruling 
classes throughout the world to 
maintain their status as exploit¬ 
ers and to achieve new fields of 
exploitation, at no matter what 
cost to the working class*... This 
is true of the small Finnish bour¬ 
geoisie---—of the Russian ruling- 
class with their "Socialist" pre¬ 
tensions, ---as well as of the naj- ( 
or imperialist bandits. This "peace?' 
should open the eyes of the work¬ 
ers NOW before the full horror of 
.the.war is upon then, ta ..the correct 
ness of the Marxist-Leninist answer 
to imperialist war: 

THE MAIN ENEMY IS AT HOMEi 

TkE 1 Workers revolution is the first 

STEP ON THE ROAD TO PEACE HI 
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u#s# squeezes japan 

Two things strike ps immed¬ 
iately in reviewing recent Japan- 
csc~&mcrican relations. One is 
the denunciation of the trade pact 
w^th Japan by the U*S. government, 
the other is the new American loan 
to China, Both of those actions 
demonstrate the aim of American 
imperialism to put increasing 
pressure on Japan by two ncasuros- 

1, threatening to withhold csscnt- 
' ial wo.r materials 

2. stiffening tho Chinese front,,«. 
Since Japan depends on tho U.S, 
for over 75 % of its imports,the 
policy is clearly one of squeezing 
Japan until she gives in to tho de¬ 
mands of tho American Boss class# 

As a matter of fact,tho grav¬ 
ity of the threat to. Japan cannot 
he exaggerated# The U.S,,by means 
of the threat of complete embargo, 
holds the power of veto over any 
action Japanese imperialism nay 
desire to carry out in China#,,.*. 
Furthermore* to carry this thrcct 
right to the ■ shores of tho East*. 
U.S, imperialism plans to set up a 
5-3 naval ratio in tho Pacific a» 
gainst a possible M combination of 
enemies Now tho only possible 

enemy in tho Pacific is Japan, and 
she has taken tho hint. But Japan's 
condition is such that she con no It 
re-establish so-called " peace¬ 
ful " relations with' China,npr can 
it hold out any great length of 
time against a complete embargo on 
the part of the U.S. Lot us oxaa- 
inc what steps Japancsc capital¬ 
ism will be forced to take as a 
result of its dilemma* What chan¬ 
ges will result, for better or for 
for worse, in Japanese — American 
relations from the actions thnt 
Japan is likely to take ? 

What Will Japan Do ? 

1, Japan- is at present stri¬ 
ving to reach a. settlement with 
Chiang Kai-Shek through tho Wang- 
Ching-Wei puppet government. It 
is doing this because it must have 
time to recover from the terrific 


.--——-Page Thirteen, 

costs of the war, and'to' prepare 
its defences against tho possib¬ 
ility of a war with the U.S. In ’ 
spite of those moves towards al¬ 
leged '*poacc ,, ,it has no intention 
of giving upr what it has gained 
in China,nor docs it mean to junk 
its plans for future expansion... 
These negotiations are not likea- 
ly to be successful,both because 
the Chinese' bourgeiosio is well 
aware of Japan's intentions,and be¬ 
cause tho U.S. is bent upon pre¬ 
venting any settlement,even if it 
means sinking large suras of money 
into China with no immediate pros¬ 
pect of any return# Thus,for tho 
present, Japan is fa.ccd -with the 
painful task of maintaining two 
dangerous fronts#...,. 

Japan and tho. u Opon Door”. 

2# Japan cannot afford to re¬ 
open the "open-door’ 1 in China.... 
What she has boon fighting for in 
tho last eight years is the right 
to monopolise the exploitation of 
China, Nothing else can shore up 
her tottering economic structure 
at home. Much more significant 
than her vague promises to reopen 
tho Yangtso to U.S. trade, ( which 
would mean allowing the U.S, to 
share in the booty)arc her attack© 
on tho other imperialist powers 
which have been cutting in in Chi¬ 
na,the blockade of British concess¬ 
ions, the exclusion of foreign natr 
ionals from trade, the doninatioh 
of the customs omion,etc. Japan's 
ruthless actions in relation to 
these powers arc a sign of her ex¬ 
pectations of a bloody struggle 
with the major imperialist nations 
in the near future,rather than her 
willingness to compromise, 

Japan Looks South,.. 

Japanese imperialism,Ilk® the 
imperialism of the U.S has cs its 
aim continental, and ultimately^ 
world d amination. .# Even tho con¬ 
quest of tho whole of China cannot 
relieve the crisis of its /boss 

, > * * . r ,-r» ' "V 

(cont'd, bh prqgu 1$ ) 
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SQUEEZES JAPAN 


(cont’dr from p : . 13)' 

class permanently. as a natter of 
fact, Japan is as present just as 
interested in lands to tire south 
of her as in Cnina itself-..,.. The 
Dutch East Indies, Burma,the Phil¬ 
ippines, all possess a variety of 
raw materials, the most important 
of which Is rubber, which Japan 
lacks' entirely. All these mater¬ 
ials are necessary for the develop¬ 
ment of China**. „ . , 

• 

4+ • This., tropic orienfcationis 
necessary for the rounding out of 
Japan*s industrial base,but at the 
dame time it brings her-into con-, 
flict with the aims of the Americ¬ 
an bosses......Both powers realize 

this,*' but neither can forego the. 
gains of empire. The U.S. needs a 
new colonial base because her homo 
markets arc exhausted, The last 
War, and the events that followed, 
proved to the U.S. capitalists 
that financial investments abroad 
arc not enough; armed protection 
of these investments and also new 
’’lcbonsraum”“arc necessary, for the 
maintenance of their capitalist 
system. With the exception of Lat¬ 
in America,the only regions avail¬ 
able for capitalist exploitation’ 
happen to he in the Far East, a 
factor which makes a conflict, be¬ 
tween American and Japanese imper¬ 
ialism inevitable, Japan is in a 
position to threaten America’s av¬ 
enue to the East by military occu¬ 
pation of the PhilippinesjIt 
could 'dominateShiha ’ s . vAlu'ablo 
resources with a tremendous indus¬ 
trial machine,more and more indep¬ 
endent of U.S. pro duct ion 

What Chance of Peace % 

For these reasons the chances 
of peace in the East or of smooth' 
relations in the near future be¬ 
tween the U.S. and Japan are very 
small.....More likely is an exten¬ 
sion of the Far -Eastern War ’which 
will include the major powers,Brit¬ 
ain and the U.S., assorting their 


rights as against Japan's to ex¬ 
ploit colonial peoples. 

Japan's movement southward 
makes possible an understanding 
with Russia at the expense of the 
Chinese struggle for national lib 
oration,,.*., Immediately after the 
Soviet -Nazi pact Stalin indicated 
quite clearly his willingness to 
make peace with Japan in order to 
cov^r up Russia's eastern flank. 

Neither the Japanese nor the 
Chinese masses have anything to 
gain- by allowing themselves to be 
used to the advantage of the draper 
ialist powers or of Russia,,..,.Only 
proletarian revolution in both the 
imperialist and colonial countries 
can remove the dark perspective' 
of a , war which will cover every 
corner of the earth. 


THE -LEAGUE FOR A REVOLUT10ARY 
WORKERS PARTY is an independent, 
workers organization, founded in 
1934. At present it has two sect¬ 
ions, one in the U.S. and one in 
Canada. 

Since its beginnings it has work¬ 
ed consistently in the labor move¬ 
ments of both countries for work¬ 
ing class rights and bettor condi¬ 
tions. 

In our publications we have anal¬ 
yzed and interpreted contemporary 
events from the point of vie?/ of 
the immediate and long term needs 
of the working-class......We stand 

uncompromisingly against capitalist 
and its wars.....We believe that t 

the only solution for the social 
problems of the world today is the 
socialist revolution-and follow¬ 

ing that a political and economic 
structure controlled not by a par¬ 
ty -- ours or anyone else's ---but 
by those who produce --all the use 


lUx member 


society 


We believe that the alternative 
to such a society is fascist barb- 
ar i sm an d wo r s e,. 

We invite all workers to examine 
our reasons for these conclusions 
and to act upon then WHILE THERE 
IS YET TIME.... 
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labor faces 1 940 
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Convention last summer which they 
-dicl not repudiate after Lewis’s 
speech. Locals of Lewis' own min¬ 
ers union took similar positions 
-on the very eve of their conven- 
-tioni 

- Docs all this mean, that- Lwwis 3s 
in reality leaving the door open to 
Washington? 


Where docs the AFL Stand? 

' The February quarterly meet¬ 
ing of the AFL Executive Council 
in Miami also censured the New 
Dbal. Only a woek before Green 
•pledged support to this sar.io Nov/ 
Deal at a dinner for Thomas Jo Lyon, 
now head of tho New York Federation 
of Labor, 

Later, the Executive Council 
announced it would adopt its trad¬ 
itional "non-partisan” lino in the 
•presidential election* 

Following this, it called up¬ 
on the Administration to give bus¬ 
iness a"breathing spoil” in order 
to"restore confidence”; attacked 
the, NLRB; condemned the " anti¬ 
trust” drive of Ass’ to Att * y.,Gen , 
Thurman Arnold which has resulted 
in the indictment of 35 -AFL unions, 

The Council, at this mooting al¬ 
so passed a resolution requesting 
that the U.S, "maintain strict neu¬ 
trality and keep out of Euroiecan 
Wars”...*..and expressing sympathy 
for tho Allies, 

AFL Loaders Undecided WhoTo Back! 

There is groat confusion then 
among _£EL leaders as to which 
capitalist party tho AFL should 
pack in this election,.But there 
is unanimity upon such basic matt¬ 
ers as helping " poor little" Big 
Business and "icoor little” England 
and France,and that is the import¬ 
ant thing for us to keep in nindt 


(cont’d, from col,l) 


William Hutcheson,kingfish of 
the Carpenters Union, Matthew Woll 
and eight other AFL chiefs,issued 
a 2500 word "Call'to United Actionti 
accusing the New Deal of being a 
" complete failure” and of "drift-j 
ing toward national insolvency and 
industrial collapse." This is re-f 
garded by most observers as the 
opening gun in the "labor campaign' 
of the Republicans,which Hutcheson 
has always headed. 

But it may also lead to a deep 
political, and perhaps even organi¬ 
zational split among tho AFL'load¬ 
ers, When'Daniel Tobin,"Boss of 
the Teamsters Union, heard of the 
Hutcheson-Wo11 setup, he threaten¬ 
ed to withdraw his 350,000 teamst¬ 
ers from the AFL. Tobin is a per¬ 
sonal friend of FDR, and a leading 
Democrat. He has figured promin¬ 
ently as Roosevelt's tool in att¬ 
empts to unite AFL and CIO for the 
war machine, and has all along 
pushed the New Deal line in the 
AFL. 

Latest Unity Manoeuvers 

At present, John L* Lewis.a is 
generally considered the bad boy 
of the unity negotiations* Roosc^ 
volt has endorced the AFL position 
that " responsibility for blocking 
progress-' toward peace-in organized 
labor” lies at Lewis' door#,.*•.He 
accused Lewis of refusing to renew 
peace negotiations* 

Lewis's answer was to propose 
a special convention for March 15 
in Washington, urging that "chart ■ * 
ers of affiliation be granted by 
the AFL to each unit of the CIO, 

Green replied that Lewis pre¬ 
sent his proposal to the joint 
AFL-CIO Negotiating Committee whih 
was set up some time ago*.*. .but 
has not been functioning for ages, 

' .{cont T d» on-next page) 
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LABOR FACES 1940 _ _ (cont'd, fron Col.l) 

(cont'd. fron p.15) 


What Should The Workers Do? 


Real Labor Unity Necossaryl 

The workers in the trade unions 


Quite clearly, the various nust start -a campaign to organize 
labor leaders arc nixed up in the unemployed,--both on WPA and an 
some pretty smelly politics. And Home Rolicf--into one big unonploy 
quite clearly they have not invol- od movement. The unemployed forma 
ved themselves for our sakos,.,,, tremendous reserve army which the 
( John L.Lewis, "labor" chici at government and the bosses can and 
$25,000 a year, can feel the --lot do use as a threat against those 
of the worker at $25 a week little workers who are employed or are 
better than John J.Jones,corporat- members of trade unions. As long 
ion chief at $25,000 a year can,) as the unemployed are kept outside 
Both the Democratic and Republican the body of organized labor they 
parties possess not a shred of can be used as club against the 
real concern for the millions of working class as a whole and can 
workers of this country. Their pro-become easy prey to fascist dena- 
grans, their leaders, their clects;:gogucs and "democratic"warmongers, 
ions,are designed purely to perpet¬ 
uate the rule or the system, ofpil- Not only unity between the or.i- 
lagc and murder wo call capital-ployed and the unemployed is nec- 

isnl.Lewis and Green know thisossary,but also unity between the 

quite well. By playing ball with AFL and the CIO. The labor nove:* ... 
those crooked parties, therefore,-nent will be crippled until this 
they arc directly assisting them occurs. BUT IT Yi/ILL NEVER COME 
to exploit and impoverish the pco- .FROM THE LEADERSHIP...THE BUREAU- 
ple further,to herd them into the CRATS AT THE TOP DON T T NEED UNITY, 
war, and arc really enemies of THEY'RE BETTER OFF PLAYING THE OLD 
the working man. GAPE OF DIVIDE AND RULEII. 


Therefore,the first thing we've Real unity in.the labor movement ■ 
got to learn is that we must , not must come from the bottom, through 
only fight the rats wo recognize the actions of workers in both or- 
casily...the stool pigeons and sc organizations AGAINST and IN SPITE 
but the rats who hide behind subtle OF THE LEADERSHIPt...... 

phrases and stirring speeches about 

their championship of the working- What we mean by real unity is this; 
man......the Lewis's,the Hillmans, Unity through agreement between th 

the Greens,the Dubinskys.elected,bona-fide representatives 

of the rank-and-file of each union 
Fight For Democracy In The UnionsV assembled at a nation-wide conven¬ 
tion,upon a principled program,... 
Furthermore, we must see that our Such a program will have to • include 
unions have fullest democracy. Too 

often labor "leaders" dictate first 1. Acceptance of industrial 

and ask questions later. Who, for unionism as the basic form of un¬ 
example, authorized Lewis to m akc ion organization. 
his speech at Columbus? To his 

own union it .came as a complete sur- 2. Entrance of all existing 

prise. Many trade unionists will Ixunions into a federated national 
able to recollect instances in the ^organization, 
own unions which also took thorn by 

surprise,. .such as gifts of cash to 3. Election of new leaders b/ 

the president for his "services",ctedcnocratic processes. 

The workers in the trade unions must 

insist on exercising more control o 4. Creation of a constitution, 

ver the actions of their leadersl which will provide safeguards for 

(conpludod on j5. 17) 
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LABOR FACES 1940 PRESENT SESSION °F QONQEESg. - _ 

(concluded ) (cont T d. 'Iron 


free expression of all political 
ideas,sex and race equality,work - 
ers control of officers,control ov¬ 
er the conduct of strikes,etc* 

5, A clear cut statement ag - 
ainst arbitration.boards and the 
concept og government "neutrality” 
in labor disputes* 

6, A clear cut statement; urg¬ 
ing the use of the sitdawn strike.,, 
especially in mass production in¬ 
dustries* 

7, Plans to fight the att¬ 
empts of the bosses to smash the 
rights of ' the unions"and~ tho '.work¬ 
ers political parties in order the 
more easily to herd the weakened 
workers into the war* 


—was the passage by the Senate ox 
the bill passed last July by the 
House,providing for "prompt" de¬ 
portation of aliens engaged in es¬ 
pionage and sabotage, alien criiiih 
als and other undesirable aliens, 
Ari "undesirable alien ,, nay in ^the 
future be defined as one who is 33- 
active trade unionist,or one who 
thinks and says he is opposed to 
war,even when it is fought in the 
name of"democracy",or perhaps one 
'who participates in a strike for 
higher wages and better condition; 

LOANS' TO FINLAND AND FARM CUTS 

Other actions which Congress 
has not found too much difficulty 
in .agreeing upon have been the de¬ 
cisions to abrogate the trade ag¬ 
reement with Japan,and to lend a 


WORKERS MUST FORM THEIR OWN 

REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL PARTYl 

The main task of the workers 
is to organize their own political 
party* Once and for all wo must 
break completely from the racket¬ 
eer Democratic and Republican part¬ 
ies.,*.,.. But this docs not imply 
that we must form a "labor "i. party 
such as tho American Labor Party,- 
the Farmer-Labor Party,or all the 
other third-party movements that 
have been organized in this countxy 
since tho beginning of tho labor 
movement*..Such labor parties have 
merely been capitalist parties in 
disguise,. .Their programs have been 
to patch up,instead of to destroy 
capitalism. But capitalism must te 
dostrayed if we,tho workers,arc to 
economic security,peace and freed¬ 
om.... ONLY SOCIALISM CaN GIVE US 
THESE THINGS...In order to achieve 
SOCIALISM it is necessary to build 
an organization adapted for the 
task of OVERTHROWING Capitalism... 
not shoring it up...an organization 
entirely new,different from,and op¬ 
posed to all others..a fighting,un¬ 
compromising REVOLUTIONARY organ!a- 
ationl l.. • 


huge sun of money to Finland,.... 
"Brave little Finland’s" decision 
to sacrifice honor for practical 
necessity end the continued life 
of its capitalist class shows up 
Congress phony explanation of its 
action as being for the purpose 
of helping Finland fight for "de¬ 
mocracy" * If the loans go through 
as they probably will,their purp¬ 
ose will be obvious to every one- 
the rehabilitation of the Finnish 
bourgeiosie...... 

The House also found little 
difficulty in deciding in this 
new era of economy to allocate 
$75,000 to the Dies Committee— 
which is rapidly becoming the 
vanguard of attack upon the org¬ 
anized working class..... 

Still under debate is the fin 
al settlement of the amounts to 
be appropriated for defense and 
relief. There is little doubt 
that the enormous appropriations 
for army and navy expansion will 
stand with little significant 
change....As far as relief is 
concerned,the House has already 
voted farm cuts,... .cont. p« * 
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BALTIC TO BALKANS 

(cont'd. from page8) 

ascendancy was reached in the pact 
with Russia, which ^enabled her to 

conquer Poland - always a French 

outpost —— arid placed her on the 
verge of completing her control of 
the Balkan peninsula, 

, Of course Britain andFrance had 
not been looking on idly all this 
time, Soon after the Munich pact,- 
when it became clear that the Sov¬ 
iet - Nazi pact was in the making, 
they took the offensive to stop 
Germany,,,,,,Until then it had bean 
generally accepted that the Nazi 
drive for the Balkans was in real¬ 
ity a drive THROUGH the Balkans,,, 
to Russia,,«,The pact with Stalin 
exploded that idea,...,The Balkan 
nations’ feared a squeeze play by 
Germany and Russia. To England aid 
France the pact meant the possibil¬ 
ity of a mighty coalition of the 
rest of Europe against them,,# 

It must be repeated; the pivot¬ 
al point of the whole question i3 
the relationship between the 'USSR 
and Germany, The English and French 
attempted to avert war with Hitler 
until it became obvious that he w$ 
lining up with Stalin, The pact 
strengthened Hitler's position so 
much 'that they were left with no aL 
ternative, 

PACT HELPS GERMANY MILITARILY 

AND ECONOMICALLY, 

The two most important provisions 
of the Hitler-Stalin alliance are 
those which protect Germany's east¬ 
ern flank both militarily and econ¬ 
omically. It is essential,there - 
fore for the Allies to gain ascend¬ 
ancy in the Balkans. Some gains 
have been made already at the ex - 
pense of Russia (Bessarabia, Turkic, 
pact,etc,) Germany's food and oil 
supplies have been seriously curt¬ 
ailed* But the final control of 
the Balkans is by> no means settled. 
The Russo-Finn peace may have the 
effect of turning the little states 
away from England once and for all 


--Page Eighteen 

(cont'd. from col.l) 


Finally, the satisfaction of Italy’s 
colonial demands will have a great 
deal to say in settling the quest¬ 
ion of Balkan support. Hitler's 
recent conversations with Mussoliii 
seem to indicate that Italy feels 
its chances for empire to be great¬ 
er by lining up with Germany than 
with the Allies, All this points 
to the Balkans as the scene of the 
next great activity in this second 
great war for the redivision of tin 
world.,..• 

WHICH WAY FOR THE MASSES? 

Without exception, all the con¬ 
tending powers in the Balkans, in¬ 
cluding Russia,have been squeezing 
the Balkans dry in the interests dT 
their own ruling classes,with the 
masses of workers and peasants in 
all countries bearing the brunt... 
"Socialist" Russia has carried "lib 
eration" only to a point agreed up¬ 
on by the Nazis."Democratic " Brit 
ain and Franco on their part are al¬ 
so quite willing to strengthen -the 
yoke of opression around the Baikal 
workers and peasants,as long as -it 
is they who are in control,and not 
the "undemocratic" fascists.....In 
order to achieve this control they 
do not hesitate to unite with semi¬ 
fascist countries like Bulgaria,.. 

Hungary,Rumania,Greece,Turkey - 

countries of traditional anti-soni; 
tism,miltary despotism and abysmal 
poverty. 

Obviously, the Balkan workers, aid 
peasants have nothing to gain from 
support of cither imperialist fact 
ion* * a Nor can they expect -loader - 
ship from their own ruling classes 
who are willing to sell out to the 
the highest bidderTheFrcnch,Ehg 
IlghiGbrman and'■Russian, workers.. 
have notbdn&l.to./gain either byholp- 
ing their’ rulers subjugate the Bal¬ 
kan workers in order to insure Ang 
lo-French ©enuro!-oversEurope, 6h ‘ 
the one Uialkl,Q-r- v Rus-bo-Gefriaii-'clou - 
Ination•on the other,.... 

(cont'd, on page 19) 
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B a ltic to Balkan s 

COTE '■ cl. f •'■'OD pIQ ) 


The Balkar wo •••king 
akitry must. therefo 
roxiia .1.1... 1 • x l? c .v y m o f 
tho following; 


Oa.u.gvi anti’ peas* 

o utilize the 
:! poaco' ! to do 


---Pago Nineteen 

Tho Pr esen t Ses s io n _cf Congross 
C con' t, from page *17) 

-arooutiting to over 66 .millions, and 
has eliminated entirely 25 millions 
proposed for the relief of the ten¬ 
ant farmers (see Grapes of Wrath), 


ieiuse to produce or ship nat- 
criais ol var so any "bolligercnt. 

fh Carry or.; mass demonstrations a- 
gainst the imperialists and their 
Balkar; stooges, 

3* Demand an end to secret diplom¬ 
acy,—the publication and renuncia¬ 
tion of all secret treaties between 
thoir rulers and the imperialists. 

4. Demand that all political and 
economic organizations of the work¬ 
ers "bo legalizedj-political workirg 
class prisoners he freed,and demoo 
ratio rights generally be restored 

5. Demand that all national minor¬ 
ities be granted full self-determ¬ 
ination # 

6# Intensify the class struggle by 
carrying on strikes for higher wag¬ 
es and improved working conditions 

SOCIALISM ONLY PERMANENT SOLUTION l 

This program cannot solve tho 
basic problems of tho Balkan work¬ 
ers* The final solution can come 
only through the complete smashing 
of the entire rotten system of cap¬ 
italism, which is responsible for 
wars and for the exploitation of 
small nations. 

DOW- WITH-T HE" HELPER ILL 1ST .‘TREATIES 
BOYCOTT THE BELLI GERENTS? 

DOTO WITH IMPERI ALISM ~- 

~ ^' DEMOCRATIC 11 A N.D~FASC 1STt 
FOR THE SOCIALI ST" TOPER all ON 
OF THE BALKaM T 

FOR THE SO CIALIST“UNITED STATES 

OF EUROPE l .. . 

FOR THE ~INTERNATIONAL 

SOCIALIST REVOLUTIONit 


In speaking for the cut,Repres¬ 
entative Emmet O’Neal said: " The 
country must bo made to understand 
that to avoid a catastropnc,,...we 
must deny ourselves, even to the 
point of suffering*.. e Wc must' sac¬ 
rifice, for if we don’t, much hard 
suffering is ahead for us»... 

Question to Mr.Emmet O'Neal... 
TOo is the TO to whom you refer? 

Is it TO,tho tenant farmers and 
sharecroppers who are being kicked 
off the land...who must deny our - 
selves to the point of suffering?.. 
Is it TO the owners of land and 
industry and finance who reap all 
the millions who must deny oursclv- 
cjs to the point of suffering?.,,.. 

44 

TOO THE HELL IS... TO... * *¥r • 0' Neal? 
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